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‘hand, you wind up not dragged into
the mess.”

That same day, Nov. 21, Bush be-
gan thinking of ways in which he
could help Reagan. “I told Jimmy
Baker [Bush’s close friend and then
treasury secretary] today that I
would like to find a way to help the
president,” Bush said. He began to
hatch plans for an Iran-contra speech
acknowledging that selling arms to
Iran was, “in retrospect, a mistake.”-

Bush tested the idea on close
friends, according to his diary entry
for that day. “Tonight Janet Steiger
‘[a Bush appointee to the Federal
Trade Commission] seemed to think
that this would calm some of the
storms. I told Jimmy Baker this and
he is strongly opposed to my doing
that. He thinks it will drag me into

something that I have not been

dragged into.” o

Bush argued with himself about
what to do, suggesting in his diary
that “there would be some short-run
affirmation of character if I would go
out and say, ‘Well, I've thought of

. this and I can no longer remain si-

lent.” I must go out and say, ‘I think
what's happened is despicable. . . ."”

But then, he added, “I'm not about
to start that. I don’t believe it. ...
The president must know that he can

have the vice president for him. . . .”"

In mid-December, as congression-
al probes intensified, Bush told his
diary that he favored limited immu-

_nity for North and Poindexter so
they could testify that Reagan knew

nothing about the diversion,
o:. Dec. 10, Bush dictated, “dis-
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. cussion this morning iii Witni tne
president. He'd like to testify. Don
[Regan]’s going to check it out. ...
If the president can make a pre-
Christmas dramatic statement be-
fore somebody, even under oath, tell-

ing that he has told the truth about

not knowing it, I think that will do an

awful lot toward getting that behind

us.” e

When that idea failed to materi-
alize, Bush said in his diary on Dec.
17: “We now have to get North and
Poindexter to come foward and do
what they ought to do.”

That same day, Lt. Col. Terry
Mattke, a Bush military aide, spoke
with North and his lawyer, Brendan
Sullivan. According to North’s book,
“Under Fire,” a Bush military aide,
whorm North did not name, “sug-

Bush “Trying to Weather the Storm’ on Iran-Contra

gested that

ment rights and absolve the presi-
dent of any responsibility.” :

waive my Fifth Amend-

v
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~ North resisted, writing that he.
was convinced Reagan “knew every-

thing” and. approved the diversion
“enthusiastically.” o

“IN]obody from the administration
ever asked me to tell the truth,”
North wrote. “The only message I
ever heard was: exonerate the pres-
ident.” . i

In his diary for Dec. 18, Bush rec-
orded; “Terry Mattke talked with
North., He knows that North would
like to do this-and I am convinced
both North and Poindexter will. But
it is hard to get them to take action
when their lawyers are diametrically
opposed.”
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